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Sefer HaChinuch

Session 3
Mitzva 16: To Not Break a bone from the Pesach Sacrifice
Mitzva 21: To Recount the Exodus from Egypt
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Mitzva 16: To Not Break a bone from the Pesach Sacrifice

The hearts are drawn after the actions

241702wn XY Dyyl (In 2’ niny) 1xay ,Nban ninYy 750 oYy 1YY XY
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Why do we need to do so many things to remember the exodus from Egypt?
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The Laws
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Mitzva 21: To Recount the Exodus from Egypt

Recognizing that everything is in G-d’s hands
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The Reason
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A Story

A certain individual was condemned to Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi as a hypocrite. “He
has such a high opinion of himself,” the rebbe was told, “and has assumed all sorts of
pious customs and practices. He acts like a real holy fellow. But it’s all superficial: on the
inside, his character is as coarse and unrefined as ever.”

“Well,” said the rebbe, “in that case, may he meet the end that the Talmud predicts for
such people.”

The informers were taken aback. They had merely desired to “warn” the rebbe about this
individual. But now, what sort of calamity had the chassidic master called down upon
him?

Rabbi Schneur Zalman explained: At the end of Tractate Pe’ah, the Talmud discusses the
criteria for a pauper to be eligible to receive charity. The section concludes with the
warning: “One who is not in need, but takes . . . one who is not lame or blind but makes
himself as such, will not die of old age until he is indeed as such.”

“In the same vein,” concluded the rebbe, “one who makes of himself more than he is in
matters of righteousness and piety ‘will not die of old age until he is indeed as such.” Acting
like a better person will eventually make him a better person.”

Translated/adapted by Yanki Tauber in Once Upon A Chassid (Kehot, 1994)



